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Our New School Council...

Principal
Lynda Hill
lynda.hill@yrdsb.edu.on.ca

Vice-Principal
Jane MacPherson
jane.macpherson@yrdsb.edu.on.

Co-Chairs
Robynne Hutton 905-830-0860
rhutton@sympatico.ca

Sophia Mullin 905-830-9384
sophiagifts@rogers.com

Past Chairs
Heather Moffatt 905-836-2460
heatherbmoffatt@yahoo.com

Lynn Conforti 905-830-4491
funddevelop@ilrdbo.ca

Secretary
Marnie Clark
marnie.clark@rogers.com

Treasurer
Monica Brown 905-895-9175
brownfamily@rogers.com

Fundraising Coordinators
Kristine Draper 905-898-8504
kristinedraper@rogers.com

Michelle Finlay 905-953-8505
richardfinlay@rogers.com

Michelle Rich
mrich@globaltv.com

Volunteer Coordinators
Terri Leach 905-853-8948
trsterri@rogers.com

Lea Calicchia 905-954-0708
lea.calicchia@sympatico.ca

Community Representatives
Shelley Langer 905-830-9888
slangerl@sympatico.ca

Flo Azulay 905-895-8884
tyme@rogers.com

Ron Clarke 905-898-5803
ronsharonclarke@rogers.com

Support Staff Representative
Michelle Willemse

Teaching Representatives
(To be announced)

MISSION STATEMENT
We unite in our purpose to encourage active participation by enriching students’ experiences &
achievements in order that they pursue their education with enthusiasm.

oV,
CLEARMEADOW ROCKS! It's Elementary! ,..‘5. s

a Welcome to the first edition of the
Clearmeadow School Council Connections Newsletter!
Bringing You News You Can Use!!

Clearmeadow is off to a bounding start again this year! Let's send a big “Thank You” to our
amazing teaching staff, administrators, secretaries and custodians for such a sparkling, smooth
start up! We are delighted to welcome new families and staff to our friendly Clearmeadow clan
—you are going to love it here!

We would also like to congratulate and salute the parent volunteers who make up this year’s
newly established Clearmeadow School Council! School Council members have a tremendous
opportunity to make a difference within a school - by representing and providing leadership to
the school community.

School Councils have a unique role to play in bringing parents and schools together in
partnership. As parents and community members themselves, School Councils provide an
important bridge between school staff, parents, Home and School Associations and other
parent groups that may be active within the school community.

@&~  YEAR END REPORT 2006-07

(’ 99
; Last year, Council raised over $35,000 to support student learning and

> success, and was able to help fund the following for the school:

Arts in the School — two performances per year 500.00
Augment Technology through cost-sharing 5,392.47
Bank Charges 48.82
Bar Awards Program 1,503.23
Breakfast Bucket Program 1,323.59
Classroom Needs (1-8) through “classroom gift” ($7.25 per student) 5,000.00
Classroom Websites 300.00
Department Needs - Music, Sports, Art, French, Special Needs 4,000.00
Divisional Needs ($1,000 per Division) 3,000.00
Drama Club Set Materials 553.00
Graduation & Prizes 2,000.00
Jr & Sr Math Manipulatives 1,500.00
Kindergarten classroom needs “gift” 527.87
Miscellaneous 405.50
Musical Instrument 1,809.00
Outdoor classroom — Butterfly Garden 1,000.00
Pro Grant - Guys Read 2,019.38
Pro Grant — Snuggle & Read 1,811.40
Risers for Concerts and Choir use 3,500.00
School Clubs 500.00
Staff Appreciation 759.26
Start-up Funds for 2007-08 (Supplies for new classroom, etc.) 10,000.00
Student Conferences/Sports Events Coverage/Character Ed. 3,000.00
Student Leadership 1,000.00
Transportation Support (Symphony, Band program,Police station) 300.00
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Parent Surveys
Thank you to everyone who
participated in our parent
surveys sent out last
September. We will use the
results to best serve the
needs of our school.

Join In & Be Heard!

Parents are encouraged to
have a voice in shaping the
events of our school. School
Council Meetings are held at
6:30pm in the school library.
Everyone is  welcome.
Childcare services provided.

Thurs., Nov. 8, 2007
Mon., Dec. 3, 2007
Tues., Jan. 22, 2008
Thurs., Feb. 21, 2008
Wed., Mar. 19, 2008
Mon., April 7, 2008
Tues., May 19, 2008
Tues., June 10, 2008

Please contact our volunteer
coordinators if you would be
available to help with our
childcare services during
any of our meetings.

Thank you

VOLUNTEERS!
We would like to thank all
our parent volunteers
including classroom helpers,
field trip escorts, librarian
assistants, & school
supporters. Please
remember to sign-in at the
office and wear a ‘Volunteer’
sticker badge so our
students can be reassured
you are not a stranger.

PLANS FOR THIS SCHOOL YEAR

This school year's budget will be based on our school plan for continuous improvement. Our
focus will be on Literacy (Writing), Bullying Prevention and Parental & Community Involvement.

We set the highest priority on Safety and Literacy. Part of our initiatives this year includes a
portable safety fence for our playground area, Olympian safety program, family literacy nights
(snuggle & read, guys night out), lunch monitor training, kindergarten yard enhancement,
parent development programs (lice intervention program, etc.), and butterfly garden
improvements.

OLYMPIAN SAFETY PROGRAM

We are inviting the return of the Olympian Safety Program into our school. They will focus on
issues that our children face each day, such as: safety at home, in school, on the internet,
and in the community, playground and cyber bullying , conflict resolution, the dangers of
drugs, the myths and facts about sexual assault and the consequences of gang violence.
This will be offered to Grades 1-8 specific to their needs. It will run during the week of Dec.3-7.

For more information, visit www.olympiansafetyprogram.com

PARENTS REACHING OUT (PRO) GRANT

Last year, for the first time, PRO Grants were offered to York Region Schools to engage
parents in the education process. Clearmeadow School Council received funding to initiate two
programs last year, the “Snuggle and Read” and “Guys Read” programs.

“Snuggle and Read” is a primary reading program consisting of a seminar series for parents,
and a backpack program for kids. The backpacks contain books and a “reading buddy” that the
students take home and share with their parents. The goal is to instill a lifelong love of reading
in our youngest students.

This year, there will be three seminars offered addressing Early Literacy (reading and writing),
Math Literacy, and Transition to SK/Grade 1. While parents attend informative seminars, the
children will be read to by a special guest. Afterwards, parents will be encouraged to grab a
book and read with their kids, followed by a bedtime snack.

The “Guys Read” program was initiated in response to our EQAO data, which shows that less
than 50% of our grade 3 boys are reading at grade level. We focused on getting input from the
boys themselves about what would make them want to read more. The funding allowed us to
purchase a significant number of non-fiction and sports books for a special section in the library
just for the boys. By providing new and interesting materials, our goal is to encourage our boys
to become more excited about reading.

This year we will also host two “Guys Night Out” sessions, one primary and one junior/
intermediate, which will provide valuable information on how to motivate boys to read for
enjoyment. We hope to see you and your children at these fabulous events. Thanks to all the
parents and staff for making this possible!
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Free Clearmeadow
Skating Days

As fellow parents, we
understand how field trip
costs can affect our overall
family budget. The
Clearmeadow School
Council would like to provide
the students with FREE
Skating Days this year!

All primary bus trips and all
arena costs will be
sponsored. So grab your
skates and helmet and have
a great time with your
classmates!

School Spirit

Our Mascot:

The Clearmeadow Coyote
A coyote is intelligent,
playful, swift, adaptable and
wily. They are a remarkably
hard runner, galloping along
at 40 km per hour, but
capable of reaching 64 km
per hour! Go Coyotes!!

Our School Colors are
Blue & Gold!

Our Motto is “A Community
of Learners”

Our Website is
www.clearmeadow.ps.
yrdsb.edu.on.ca

COMMITTEE MEMBERS NEEDED

Research clearly indicates that good schools become better schools when there is a strong
connection with parents as part of the learning community. The positive results of a genuine
partnership between parents and schools include improved student achievement, reduced
absenteeism, better behaviour, and restored confidence among parents in their children's
schooling.

Please join one or more of our committees and help to further develop the school for our
children. The committees are formed to conduct more in-depth work and to provide
recommendations to the council. For the success of our goals this year, we depend on the
support and the input of teachers, students, staff, parents & the community. Please contact
our volunteer coordinators if you can sign up!

PARENT DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE

Help organize guest speaking events to cover topics of interest to parents (helping children at
home, building literacy skills at home, bullying, etc.)

KINDERGARTEN PLAYGROUND COMMITTEE
Help our kindergarten staff plan and enhance our kindergarten yard.

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE
Assist our fundraising coordinators in organizing our upcoming fundraising events.

YEARBOOK COMMITTEE
We need a group of volunteers to help plan, create and design our upcoming yearbook.

The yearbook is an important legacy for our children as they move through their school years.
Please sign up and help us continue this popular tradition again this year!!

SCHOOL LUNCHES

We are happy to announce that The Clearmeadow School Council has joined in partnership
with "School Lunches". School Lunches is a registered and insured business managed by
Paula Braithwaite. Over the past four years Paula Braithwaite has run all lunch programs
voluntarily but at a financial loss to herself. This year she is unable to continue to do so. In turn,
we have joined forces with Paula Braithwaite in a new business venture that will continue to
allow her to run these programs.

The majority of all funds will generously be returned to the school and at the same time will also
allow Paula to recover her annual out of pocket expenses. While we sincerely apologize for any
miscommunication regarding this new venture it is not a paid position but simply a wonderful
solution to continuing the lunch programs that play such an important role for our children and
our fundraising efforts.

This program is totally optional for our children. All food provided will continue to come from
well known companies like J. Kwinters Hot Dogs, Extreme Pita, Il Bistro Pizzeria (Pasta Lunch),
Pizza Pizza and Kawartha Dairy. The meals are not made with peanut and nut ingredients,
however please be advised we can’t guarantee they are made in a nut free environment.
Please keep this in mind if your child has allergies.

Our lunch programs and daily milk delivery run very smoothly and efficiently all due to the
amount of time, energy and dedication that Paula puts in at Clearmeadow everyday. Paula has
volunteered to run our Breakfast Bucket program again this year which provides nourishment to
our students when needed, and in turn has voluntarily monitored the safety of our students
during the lunch hour for the past six years. She has more than proven her dedication and
commitment to our children and our school. Thank You Paula!!
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Check out these sites:

Homework Helpers
www.gsc.amdsb.ca

Education Kids Fun
www.kidsites.com

In recognition of
World Teachers’
Day...

We would like to say a
resounding thank-you to the
dedicated and inspiring
teachers that bring life and
learning to the children of
Clearmeadow Public School.

Special Thanks

“...0ur children are so
fortunate to attend a school
that has truly dedicated and
enthusiastic staff, students
and parents. The teachers

and staff at Clearmeadow go
above-and-beyond their call
to ensure our children
receive excellent instruction,
guidance, and support. Itis
clear that every child matters
in Clearmeadow! Let's
remember to stop and say a
heartfelt "thank-you" to
those who
make Clearmeadow one of
the most spirited
and inspirational schools for
our children.”
- Mrs. K.D.,

NOW SHOWING - Movie Day
COMING SOON - Clearmeadow Camp!

=

The QSP Magazine Fundraising Drive was a great success! We have currently raised over
$10,000! We are planning a movie day for our students to celebrate a job well done!

We did not reach our target of $11,000 as of yet but our Principal, Vice Principal and some of
the teachers agreed to camp at school in the spring if we do reach our target. Please continue
to place QSP orders throughout the school year at www.gsp.ca using our school #10085. No
further prizes will be given out as they were only in effect during our magazine drive which has
ended but your orders will continue to benefit the school.

Thank you to all our supporters, parents, teachers, and students for all your hard work! Special
thanks to Barbira James for all the great prize selections and for organizing the whole event. A
big thanks to our volunteers: Debbie & Al Robinson, Pauline McCarthy, Andrea Hutszi, Trish
Gunderson, Sophia Mullin, Monica Brown and Heather Moffatt for coming to the school to help
us go through all orders.

Congratulations to all our top sellers, all our winners, and the classes that enjoyed their
successes with a well deserved ice-cream party or chocolate bars!

BREAKFAST BUCKETS ARE BACK!

We are happy to announce the return of our Breakfast Buckets! Each classroom is provided
with a refillable bucket of healthy snack items intended to be available for children who come to
school without having eaten breakfast or do not have a sufficient snack or lunch. We are well
aware that students learn and function much better when they are not hungry.

Iltems selected for the Breakfast Buckets are carefully scrutinized to avoid impacting children
who have severe allergies. All items are in sealed packages with ingredients listed. If you do not
wish your child to have access to items in the Breakfast Bucket, please send a note to your
child’s teacher.

Current items in the Breakfast Bucket include Nutrigrain Cereal Bars, Welch's Fruit Snacks,
Dole Mandarin Oranges cups, Pepperidge Farm Goldfish crackers, Sun-Rype Fruit to Go,
Sunmaid Raisins, Rougemont Apple Juice drink, Graham Crackers, etc.

We are currently applying for the Breakfast for Learning & Food for Learning Program to help
supplement the cost to run this program. We also would appreciate any corporate donations of
peanut free and nut free, non-perishable, and individually packaged products.

We would like to thank the teachers monitoring the distribution of these buckets and to Paula
Braithwaite who organized the program and ensures that the buckets are routinely refilled.

a Clearmeadow Parent
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FUNDRAISING MESSAGE

We would like to take a moment to thank you for your past support of our fundraising efforts.
Last year we successfully raised over $35,000 and could not have done it without you. These
funds helped us continue with our annual commitments to improve literacy, provide funds for
classroom and departmental needs, enhance school clubs, improve technology, and enhance
student leadership programs. We also assisted with the creation of the breakfast bucket
program, the butterfly garden, the school play, and more literacy programs. Funds raised this
year will also go towards further enhancement of these programs, as additional funds are
always required in these areas!

Fundraising Goals
October
QSP Magazine Drive

November

Boston Pizza We recognize that the amount of fundraising can sometimes feel overwhelming. However,

Mabel's Labels please note that the funds raised through these programs help directly benefit the school and
Shop and Support help enrich your child’s education and school experiences. We would also like to stress that all
Entertainment Book of the programs are OPTIONAL.  Should you find one that will benefit you, or others you
know, please pass the information along. The more participation we have, the greater the
funds earned for the school! If a program does not interest you, please do not feel obligated to
participate.

December
Miko Toy Warehouse

February
First Aid Kits
CFL Light Bulbs

Please take a look at the program calendar on the left to get an idea of what programs the
council has planned for the year. Our goal is to offer you affordable and practical ideas that will
benefit your family and the school at the same time. Further information on each initiative is

April below. We look forward to a successful and enriching school year!

Dance-a-thon Your Fundraising Coordinators

June

Fun Fair
Gift Baskets Mabel's Labels — Annual Program

Need labels to help locate your child's items? Our school can now benefit from label orders
placed online through http://www.school.mabel.ca or via order forms that will come home next
week. Clothing labels, Stickies, Bag Tags, Allergy Alert labels & more! Personalize your labels
with names, nicknames, initials — whatever you choose. Cool icons help even little ones identify
their own belongings. Dishwasher, microwave, laundry & kid tested! This program will continue
throughout the school year so you can take advantage for camps as well as school. With every
order, Clearmeadow will receive a percentage of the proceeds that will directly help fund school
council initiatives.

Boston Pizza - Annual Program

We have also now partnered with Boston Pizza to help raise funds for our school. Beginning
November 1%, please save all of your Boston Pizza receipts and 5% of the subtotal will be
credited back to Clearmeadow by doing one of the following:

1. Atthe restaurant you will find a box located at the front doors with the name of our school
on it. Simply drop off your receipt in the box; or

2. Send in your receipts in your child’s agenda and a representative of the school council will
You're among friends at Boston Pizza, deliver them to the restaurant for you.

Please help spread the word! Receipts from friends, family and neighbours that don't attend
Clearmeadow can also support our initiative by sending in their receipts. (Note: This program
only applies to the Newmarket location). If you would like to receive a $5 coupon, please send
the bottom of this form to your child’s teacher and one will be sent home to you. Limit of one
per family please.

Yes! Please send CLEARMEADOW SCHOOL COUNCIL REPLY FORM — BOSTON PIZZ A
me a $5 off Boston
Pizza coupon
through my child CHILD’S NAME:

NAME:

TEACHER:

Thank Youl!
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@ nandsporea o
m Raising funds the easy way!
L

samko&miko

toy warchouse

0 Boo Kits

lealthy Fundraising Product

Clearmeadow
School Council
Potential Sponsor

Shop and Support — Annual Program

It's back! Last year we brought you the chance to get a head start on your holiday shopping by
purchasing your holiday gift cards through Shop and Support. The program has returned again
this year, with 100’s of vendors to choose from for your everyday spending and holiday gift card
needs! Supporters will be able to place orders online or submit an order form to the school for
group delivery. The order form and participating retailer list will come home next week.
Remember our school ID #10556961. For your shopping convenience, this program will run all
year long.

Entertainment Values Book 2008 — November 2007 — ON E WEEK ONLY!

Do you like to save money? If yes, this program is for you. An order form will go home on
November 23 offering you the chance to purchase the new Entertainment Values Book. It's
filled with 100’s of discount coupons that offer 2 for 1 and 50% off deals at your favourite
restaurants and attractions. For only $20 each, you save money and the school earns money
to put towards the things we need most! For those families familiar with the original
Entertainment Book, it will also be available. Books will also be available for purchase and/or
viewing November 29 — 30 outside the library! This offer is for a limited time only!

Miko Toy Warehouse — December 5 — 9 and December 12 - 16 — TWO WEEKS ONLY!
Coming soon! The Clearmeadow Miko Toy Warehouse Fundraising Drive! Visit Miko for your
holiday shopping needs during December 5 — 9 and 12 — 16 (they are closed Mondays &
Tuesdays). If you shop during this period, please be sure you have your receipt stamped at
the cash in support of Clearmeadow Public School to be eligible to earn funds for our
school. Miko will donate 10% of the pre-tax total for all receipts submitted to the school with the
required stamp on the back. A reminder notice will also be sent in December!

CFL Light Bulbs — February 2008

Convert to energy-saving compact fluorescent light bulbs to help save money and the
environment! Order a variety of compact fluorescent bulbs for your home with a portion of the
sales going to support school council activities. These energy-efficient bulbs can save you up to
$50 per bulb (over the lifetime of the bulb) and you won't have to change them for 5 - 7 years.
Order forms and product details will be sent home in February.

Boo Boo Kits — February 2008

These safe, useful and affordable First Aid Kits will be available to you in February 2008. They
are compact and handy and fit into glove compartments, purses, knapsacks, diaper bags and
camping equipment and they are ready to use for unexpected emergencies. They include 20
band aids , 2 gauze pads, 3 antiseptic wipes and 1 sting relief pad. They will be sold for $3.00
each and half of the profits will go directly to help fund school council initiative. More information
and order forms to follow in February.

Sponsorship Opportunities

We are actively searching for corporate sponsorships from our local businesses to assist with
the costs of the Dance-a-thon and Fun Fair.

If you know of a company that would like to offer a donation, or donate a prize for the students,
gift basket and raffle table, please fill out the contact information below and one of our council
representatives will follow up with the company directly.

We thank you in advance for supporting Clearmeadow Public School!

Company Name:

Contact:

Telephone #: or Email:




